














states that one should not believe the Buddha’s words, but instead one should seek the 

truth for oneself.19 Queen writes that this teaching “above all others, has become a kind of 

manifesto for American Buddhism.”20 According to Richard Hayes’ research, the Kalama 















then returned to America to teach. She writes that these teachers were not “trained to 



adaptation or modification.”53 Peter Robinson admits that he had to change his behavior 

whenever he entered a country with different social norms, but as long as he isn’t made to 



The situation in his British monastery was very different than that of rural Northeast 

Thailand, but Sumedho, like Chah, made the teachings accessible to Westerners. Indeed, 
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		Many of the monks considered here had the initial idea and encouragement from their teachers to missionize in the West. This collaboration shows the reluctance of some Westerners and the eagerness of some Asian teachers. It portrays the diffidence of the Western monks and the confidence of their teachers that their students can adapt the teachings for their countrymen. In the end this shows how Asian Buddhists seek to create new communities to spread the Buddha’s teachings and that the proper place of the Westerner is in the West. What these Western monks learned in Thailand ultimately served to propagate the dharma elsewhere. They cannot fully integrate to Thailand, but they can adapt the dharma into a familiar context. 
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